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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Bomn in the Surat district of India in 1918, Ahmed Hoosen
Deedat had no recollection of his father until 1926. His father a
tailor by profession had emigrated to South Africa shortly after
the birth of Ahmed Deedat.

With no formal education and fighting off the extreme pangs of
poverty, he went to South Africa in 1927 to be with his father.
His farewell to his mother in India in 1927 was the last time he
saw her alive for she passed away a few months later.

In a foreign land, a boy of nine with no formal schooling and
command of the English language began preparing for the role
he was to play decades later without realizing it.

Applying himself with diligence to his studies, the little boy not
only was able to overcome the language barrier but excelled in
school. His avid passion for reading helped him gain promotions
until he completed standard 6. Lack of finance interrupted his
schooling and at the early age of about 16 he took on the first
of many jobs in retailing.

The most significant of these was in 1936 where he worked at a
Muslim owned store near a Christian seminary on the Natal
South Coast. The incessant insults of the trainee missionaries
hurled against Islam during their brief visits to the store infused
a stubborn flame of desire within the young man to counteract
their false propaganda.

As fate wouid have it, Ahmed Deedat discovered by pure chance
a book entitled Izharul-Haq, meaning the Truth revealed. This
book recorded the techniques and enormous success of the
efforts of Muslims in India in turning the tables against Christian
missionary harassment during the British subjugation and rule of
India. In particular the idea of holding debates had a profound
effect on Ahmed Deedat. '

Armmed with this new found zeal, Ahmed Deedat purchased his
first Bible and began holding debates and discussions with the



trainee missionaries. When they beat a hasty retreat in the face
of his incisive counter arguments, he personally called on their
teachers and even priests in the surrounding areas.

These *successes spurred Ahmed Deedat in the direction of
Da'wah. Not even his marriage, birth of children and a 3 year
sojourn to Pakistan after its independence dampened his en-
thusiasm or dulled his desire to defend Islam from the deceitful
distortions of the Christian missionaries.

With missionary zeal to project the Truth and beauty of Islam,
Ahmed Deedat immersed himself into a host of activities over
the next three decades. He conducted classes on Bible studies
and gave numerous lectures. He established the As-Salaam, an
institute to train propagators of Islam. He, together with his
family, almost single-handedly erected the buildings including the
masjid which is still a landmark today.

He was a founder member of the Islamic Propagation Centre
International (IPCI) and became its President, a position he still
holds today. He has published over 20 books and distributed
millions of copies free of charge. He has delivered thousands of
lectures all over the world and successfully engaged Christian
Evangelists in public debates. Severa! thousand people have come
into the fold of Islam as a result of these efforts.

In a fitting tribute to this monumental achievement, he was
_awarded the King Faisal International award in 1986, a presti-
gious recognition of enormous value in the world of Islam.

No number of awards and honours can truly capture the man's
essence and zeal for Islam. This anthology of books is no
exception. It demonstrates Sheikh Deedat's analytical compilations
drawn from personal encounters and experiences against
Christian distortions.

May Allah (SWT) bless him for this book, the ones to follow and
all his efforts for Islam, Insha-Allah!
EBI LOCKHAT

20 SHAWWAL 1413 / APRIL 13, 1993
DURBAN. SOUTH AFRICA
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CHAPTER ONE

My First Major Encounfer

SAY: “DO YOU SEE? WHETHER THIS MESSAGE BE
FROM ALLAH (God Almighty), AND YET YOU REJECT IT,
AND A WITNESS FROM AMONG THE CHILDREN OF
ISRAEL' BOREWITNESS OF ONELIKEHIM ... ... ”

(SURA AHQAF) Holy Quran 46:10

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The subject of this evening's talk® — ‘“What the BIBLE says
about MUHUMMED (Peace be upon him)” — will no doubt
come as- a surprise to many of you because the speaker is a
Muslim. How does it come about that a Muslim happens to be .
expounding prophecies from the Jewish and Christian Scriptures?

As a young man, about 30 years ago, | attended a series of
religious lectures by a Christian theologian, a certain Rev. Hiten,
at the “Theatre Royal”, Durban.

* This is the text of a lecture delivered by the author in the early seventies.

POPE OR KISSINGER?

This Reverend gentleman was expounding Biblical prophecies. He
went on to prove that the Christian Bible foretold the rise of
Soviet Russia, and the Last Days. At one stage he went to the
extent of proving that his Holy Book did not leave the Pope out
of its predictions. He expatiated vigorously in order to convince
his audience that the ‘‘Beast 666’ mentioned in the Book of
Revelation — the last book of the New Testament — was the

1. This refers 10 Moses. See Yusuf Ali's commentaries Nos. 4783/4 ro this verse. His
translation with text and commentary available from the 1P.C.L. 124 QUEEN STREET,
DURBAN 4001, RS.A.



My First Major Encounter 3

POPE, who was the Vicar of Christ on earth. It is not befitting
for us Muslims to enter into this controversy between the Roman
Catholics and the Protestants. By the way, the latest Christian
exposition of the ‘‘Beast 666’ of the Christian Bible is Dr.
Henry Kissinger.' Christian scholars are ingenious and inde-
fatigable in their efforts to prove their case.

Rev. Hiten’s lectures led me to ask that if the Bible foretold so
many things — not even excluding the “Pope” and “Israel”, —
then surely it must have something to say about the greatest
benefactor of mankind> — the Holy Prophet Muhummed (may
the peace of Allah be with him).

As a youngster 1 set out to search for an answer. 1 met priest
after priest, attended lectures, and read everything that 1 could
lay my hands relating to the field of Bible prophecies. Tonight I
am going to narrate to you one of these interviews with a
dominee® of the Dutch Reformed Church.

LUCKY THIRTEEN

I was invited to the Transvaal* to deliver a talk on the occasion
of the Birthday celebration of the Holy Prophet Muhummed.
Knowing that in that Province of the Republic of South Affica,
the Afrikaans language is widely spoken, even by my own
people, 1 felt that 1 ought to acquire a smattering of this lang-
uage so as to feel a little more “at home” with the people. 1
opened the telephone directory and began phoning the Afrikaans-

1. Christian exegetists give progressive numerical values by sixes, to the English alphabet
and add up to get the total 666 ie. A = 6, B =12, C = 18, D = 24 and so on.
Progression by 6's because the number of the Beast in the Bibie is “666". Try it for Dr.
Kissinger.

2. The writer has just delivered another talk in the City Hall, Durban on the 10th December,
1975 on the subject — *“Muhummed the Greatest', booklet on that topic now
available FREE from the Centre.

3. “Dominee” is the Afrikaans equivalent of priest, parson and predikant.
4. One of the Provinces of the Republic of South Africa.
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speaking churches. 1 indicated my purpose to the priests that I
was interested in having a dialogue with them, but they ali
refused my request with “plausible” excuses. No. 13 was my
lucky number. The thirteenth call brought me pleasure and relief.
A dominee Van Heerden agreed to meet me at his home on the
Saturday afternoon that 1 was to leave for the Transvaal.

He received me on his verandah with a friendly welcome. He
said if 1 did not mind, he would like his father-in-law from the
Free State (a 70-year-old man) to join us in the discussion. I did
not mind. The three of us settled down in the dominee's library.

WHY NOTHING?

I posed the question: “What does the Bible say about Muhum-
med?” Without hesitation he answered, "Nothing!" 1 asked: “Why
nothing? According to your interpretation the Bible have so
many things to say about the rise of Soviet Russia and about the
Last Days and even about the Pope of the Roman Catholics?” He
said, “Yes, but there was nothing about Muhummed!” 1 asked
again, “"Why nothing? Surely this man Muhummed who had
been responsible for the bringing into being a world-wide
community of millions of Believers who, on his authority, believe
in —

(1) the miraculous birth of Jesus,

(2) that Jesus is the Messiah,’

(3) that he gave life to the dead by God's permission, and
that he healed those bom blind and the lepers by God's
permission.

1. The word “"Messiah” comes from the Ambic and Hebrew word masaha which means to
rub, o massage, tc anoint. The religious significance is “‘the one who is anointed’ —
priests and kings were anointed in consecration to their offices. Messiah translated Christ
does not mean God. Even the heathen Cyrus is calied “Christ" in the Bible, (Isaiah
45:1), .
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Surely this book (the Bible) must have something to say about
this great Leader of men who spoke so well of Jesus and his
mother Mary?" (Peace be upon them both).

The old man from the Free State replied. “My son,* 1 have been
reading the Bible for the past 50 years, and if there was any
mention of him, I would have known it.”

* | was much younger and clean shaven then,

NOT ONE BY NAME!

I enquired: “According to you, are there not hundreds of
prophecies regarding the coming of Jesus in the Old Testament.”
The dominee interjected: “Not hundreds, but thousands!” I said, “I
am not going to dispute the ‘thousand and one’ prophecies in
the Old Testament regarding the coming of Jesus Christ, because
the whole Muslim-world has already accepted him without the
testimony of any Biblical prophecy. We Muslims have accepted
the de facto Jesus on the authority of Muhummed alone, and
there are in the world today no less than 900,000,000! followers
of Muhummed who love, respect and revere this great Messenger
of God — JESUS CHRIST — without having the Christians to
convince them by means of their Biblical dialectics. Out of the
‘thousands’ of prophecies referred to, can you please give me just
ONE single prophecy where Jesus is mentioned by name? The
term ‘Messiah’, translated as ‘Christ’, is not a name but a title. Is
there a single prophecy where it says that the name of the
Messiah will be JESUS, and that his mother's name will be
MARY, that his supposed father will be JOSEPH THE CAR-
PENTER; that he will be bon in the reign of HEROD THE
KING, etc. etc.? No! There are no such details! Then how can
you conclude that those ‘thousand' prophecies refer to Jesus?”

1. This was first written in 1976.
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WHAT IS PROPHECY?

The dominee replied: “You see, prophecies are word-pictures of
something that is going to happen in the future. When that
thing actually comes to pass, we see vividly in these prophecies
the fulfilment of what had been predicted in the past.” 1 said:
“What you actually do is that you deduce, you reason, you put
two and two together.” He said: “Yes." 1 said: “If this is what
you have to do with a ‘thousand’ prophecies to justify
your claim with regards to the genuineness of Jesus, why
should we not adopt the very same system for Muhum-
med?’'' The dominee agreed that it was a fair proposition, a
reasonable way of dealing with the problem.

1 asked him to open up Deuteronomy, chapter 18, verse 18 (the
fifth Book of the Christian and Jewish Bibles), which he did. 1
read from memory the verse in Afrikaans, because this was my
purpose in having a little practice with the language of the ruling
race in South Africa?

'N PROFEET SAL EK VIR HULLE

VERWEK UIT DIE MIDDE VAN HULLE BROERS,
SO0S JY IS,

EN EK SAL MY WOORDE IN SY MOND LE,

EN HY SAL AAN HULLE SE

ALLES WAT EK HOM BEVEEL. Deut 18:18.

The English translation reads as follows:—

I will raise them up a Prophet
from among their brethren,

1. Muhummed is mentioned by name in the Song of Solomon 5:16. The Hebrew word used
there is Mahammudim. The end letiers IM is a plural of respect, majesty and grandeur.
Minus ‘“im" the name would be Mahammud translated as “altogether lovely” in the
Authorised Version of the Bible or “The Praised One’ — ‘the one worthy of praise’ ie.
MUHUMMED! {FB.UH.)

2. If this booklet is translated into any language, please change the Afrikaans words into
the local dialect; and do not try a free hand translation of the Biblical quotations. Obtain
a Bible in the language in which transtation is being made and transcribe exactly as the
words occur in that Bible.



My First Major Encounter 7

like unto thee,
and I will put my words in his mouth;
and he shall speak unto them

all that 1 shall command him.
(HOLY BIBLE) Deuteronomy 18:18

PROPHET LIKE MOSES

Having recited the verse in Afrikaans, 1 apologised for my
uncertain pronunciation. The dominee assured me that | was
doing fine. 1 enquired: “To whom does this prophecy refer?”
Without the slightest hesitation he answered: “JESUS!" 1 asked:
“Why Jesus — his name is not mentioned here?” The
dominee replied: “Since prophecies are word-pictures of some-
thing that is going to happen in the future, we find that the
wordings of this verse adequately describe him. You see the most
important words of this prophecy are ‘SOOS JY IS’ (like unto
thee), — LIKE YOU — like Moses, and Jesus is like Moses. 1
questioned: “In which way is Jesus like Moses?” The answer -
was: “In the first place Moses was a JEW and Jesus was also a
JEW; secondly, Moses was a PROPHET- and Jesus was also a
PROPHET — therefore Jesus is like Moses and that is exactly
what God had foretold Moses — *“SOOS JY IS”. “Can you think
of any other similarities between Moses and Jesus?” 1 asked. The
dominee said that he could not think of any. 1 replied: “If these
are the only two criteria for discovering a candidate for this
prophecy of Deuteronomy 18:18, then in that case this criteria
could fit any one of the following Biblical personages after
Moses: — Solomon, Isaiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Malachi,
john the Baptist, etc., because they were also ALL “Jews” as well
as “Prophets.” Why should we not apply this prophecy to any
one of these prophets, and why only to Jesus? Why should we
make fish of one and fowl of another?” The dominee had no
reply. I continued: “You see, my conclusions are that Jesus is
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most unlike Moses, and if 1 am wrong I would like you to
correct me.”

THREE UNLIKES

So saying, I reasoned with him:

In the FIRST place Jesus is not like Moses, because, according to
YOU — ‘JESUS IS A GOD', but Moses is not God, Is this true?”
He said: “Yes." 1 said: ‘“Therefore Jesus is not like Moses!

“SECONDLY, according to YOU — ‘JESUS DIED FOR THE SINS
OF THE WORLD', but Moses did not have to die for the sins of
the world. Is this true?” He again said: “Yes.” 1 said: “Therefore
Jesus is not like Moses!"

“THIRDLY, according to YOU —JESUS WENT TO HELL FOR
THREE DAYS', but Moses did not have to go there. Is this true?”
He answered meekly: “Y-e-s.” 1 concluded: *‘Therefore Jesus is
not like Moses!"

“But dominee,” | continued: “these are not hard facts, solid facts,
tangible facts; they are mere matters of belief over which the
little ones can stumble and fall. Let us discuss something very
simple, very easy that if your little ones are called in to hear the
discussion, they would have no difficulty in following it, shall
we?" The dominee was quiet happy at the suggestion.



CHAPTER TWO

Eight Irrefufable Argumenfs

(1)

FATHER AND MOTHER

“Moses had a father and a mother. Muhummed also had a
father and a mother. But Jesus had only a mother, and no
human father. Is this true?” He said: “Yes.” 1 said: DAAROM
IS JESUS NIE SOOS MOSES NIE, MAAR MUHUMMED IS
SO0S MOSES!” Meaning: ‘“THEREFORE JESUS IS NOT
LIKE MOSES, BUT MUHUMMED IS LIKE MOSES!” (By

‘now the reader will realise that 1 was using the Afrikaans '

language only for practice purposes. I shall discontinue its
use in this narration).

MIRACULOUS BIRTH

(2) “Moses and Muhummed were bomn in the normal, natural

course, i.e. the physical association of man and woman;
but Jesus was created by a special miracle. You will recall
that we are told in the Gospel of St. Matthew 1:18
“... BEFORE THEY CAME TOGETHER, (Joseph the Car-
penter and Mary) SHE WAS FOUND WITH CHILD BY
THE HOLY GHOST.” And St. Luke tells us that when
the good news of the birth of a holy son was announced
to her, Mary reasoned: “.. HOW SHALL THIS BE, SEEING
I KNOW NOT A MAN? AND THE ANGEL ANSWERED
AND SAID UNTO HER, THE HOLY GHOST SHALL COME
UPON THEE, AND THE POWER OF THE HIGHEST SHALL
OVERSHADOW THEE ..” (Luke 1:35). The Holy Quran
confirms the miraculous birth of Jesus, in nobler and sub-
limer terms. In answer to her logical question: ‘O my
Lord! How shall I have a son when no man hath
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(3)

(4)

What the Bible says about Muhummed (pbuh)

touched me?’ the angel says in replv: ‘Even so: Allah
createth what He willeth: when he hath decreed a
Plan, He but saith to it “BE” and it is!"’' (Holy Quran
3:47). 1t is not necessary for God to plant a seed in man or
animal. He merely wills it and it comes into being. This is
the Muslim conception of the birth of Jesus. (When 1
compared the Quranic and the Biblical versions of the birth
of Jesus to Rev. Dunkers the head of the Bible Society in
our largest city, and when 1 enquired: “Which version would
you prefer to give your daughter, the QUR'ANIC version or
the BIBLICAL version?” The man bowed his head and
answered: “The Quranic.") In short, 1 said to the dominee:
“Is it true that Jesus was born miraculously as against the
natural birth of Moses and Muhummed?"” He replied
proudly: “YES!" 1 said: “THEREFORE JESUS IS NOT LIKE
MOSES, BUT MUHUMMED IS LIKE MOSES. And God
says to Moses .in the Book of Deuteronomy 18:18 “LIKE
UNTO THEE” (Like You, Like Moses) and Muhummed is
like Moses."

MARRIAGE TIES

“Moses and Muhummed married and begot children, but
Jesus remained a bachelor all his life. Is this true?” The
dominee said: “Yes." 1 said: THEREFORE JESUS IS NOT
LIKE MOSES, BUT MUHUMMED IS LIKE MOSES.”

JESUS REJECTED BY HIS PEOPLE

“Moses and Muhummed were accepted as prophets by their
people in their very lifetime. No doubt the Jews gave endless

1. Please open the Holy Quran 3:42 and 19:16 where the birth of jesus is spoken about;

read it with the commentary, and draw the attention of your Christian friends to the high
position which Jesus and his mother occupy in Islam.






