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Hashem Ibn Abdu-Manaf
Book 1

(Scene 1)

I brahim (AS)! (Abraham) was living with his family in Palstine, when he received Allah's? order to take

his wife Hajar and his son Isma'il (AS) (Ishmael) and leave to Al-Hejaz. He was to leave them there, in
the desert, where Makkah stands today. Allah's aim was to make a great nation out of Isma'il's offspring.
Ibrahim (AS) obeyed the order of Allah (SWT)? and took his wife and son to Al-Hejaz, leaving them in a
deserted place that did not have water or food. Ibrahim (AS) then went back to Palestine.

Isma'il (AS) was very young and he needed a lot of water. However, Hajar soon ran out of it. Therefore,
she had to leave her baby, and find some water. She kept going back and forth but with no success. She
was very sad that she would have to go back to her baby with no water. Once she got back to her baby,
she realized Allah's mercy toward them in that empty place when she saw water coming out of the earth.
There was a particular sound to the water (called ‘Zamzama’ in Arabic). So the well was named
‘Zamzam’. She helped her baby take a drink and then she had some. They lived by the well after that.

A while later, Ibrahim (AS) returned to visit them. When he was there, he and his son got the order from
Allah (SWT) to rebuild the Ka’ba because it had been destroyed. The Ka’ba was the first place on earth to
be dedicated to the worship of Allah (SWT). They obeyed and prayed, ‘Our Lord! Send to them a
Messenger of their own.” Allah had not ordered Ibrahim (AS) to leave Hajar and Isma'il (AS) in the desert
for no reason. There was a reason, known only to Allah (SWT). Allah (SWT) had promised Ibrahim (AS)
that Isma'il (AS) would have many children. It was destined that a great Prophet would come out of
Isma’il’s offspring to guide the people. He was Prophet Muhammad (SAWS)?, son of Abdullah.

(Scene 2)

By that time, Zamzam became a stop for traders who used to get the water and rest they needed there.
Slowly, that place became a great city, famous for its trade; it was called Makkah.

Isma'il's family grew in number, and then they divided into tribes. Quraysh was the most famous tribe.
The head of Quraysh was the one who was responsible for ‘Refada’ (hosting the poor and pilgrims). He
paid from his own money and the money of the rich to take care of people coming from all over the
Arabian Peninsula to visit the noble Ka'ba. He was also in charge of both ‘Seqayah’ (providing pilgrims
with water) and ‘Lewaa’ (giving the flag of war to the leader during the wars between tribes, as a signal
for starting the war).

! AS= Alaihy al-Salam- Peace be Upon him.

% The word Allah is the Arabic term for God. Although the use of the word "Allah" is most often associated with Islam, it is
not used exclusively by Muslims; Arab Christians and Arabic-speaking Jews also use it to refer to the One God. The Arabic
word expresses the unique characteristics of the One God more precisely than the English term. Whereas the word "Allah™ has
no plural form in Arabic, the English form does, and the word 'Allah’ in Arabic has no connotation of gender. Allah is the God
worshipped by all Prophets, from Adam to Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus and Muhammad. (the translator)

® SWT = Suhanahu wa Ta'ala [Glorified and Exalted Be He].

* Salla Allah alayhe Wa Salam [All Prayers and Blessings of Allah be upon him]
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All three, ‘Refada’,” Seqayah’, and ‘Lewaa’, were signs of honor and power. The tribe of Quraysh was
responsible for all three because it was the richest and most honored tribe of all tribes in the Arabian
Peninsula.

Eventually, Zamzam became filled with sand and disappeared. Nobody knew where it was. Gradually,
the Arabs forgot about worshipping Allah (SWT). They brought idols from the lands they visited while
trading. They placed the idols inside the Ka’ba and worshipped them. They kept bringing more of them
until there were 360 idols. The Arabs used to glorify them during their visits at the season of pilgrimage.
They forgot about the fact that the Ka’ba was built only for worshipping Allah (SWT).

(Scene 3)

Young Abdu-Manaf was the son of Qussay, ruler of Quraysh. Abdu-Manaf was sitting in his house with
a worried look on his face, because his wife was in labor. He wished the baby would be a boy, so that his
elder son Muttalib would have a brother. Qussay’s house was where all the great ceremonies and
decisions used to take place like weddings, meetings to discuss various issues, and even war decisions.
Abdu-Manaf grew up in this house. He used to see his father's generosity, so he inherited this generosity.
He was also brought up in a place where people hated baby girls. They used to bury their baby girls alive,
fearing they would bring them shame and dishonor.

Abdu-Manaf kept waiting in worry, afraid of having a baby girl. At last, the good news came; “your wife
has given birth to twin boys!” He was so happy that he could not wait to see them. When he did, he was
surprised. The twins were connected; one’s toe was connected to the forehead of the other. He called for
someone to separate the twins. When they did, the twins bled. The Arabs used to think blood was an evil
sign. Then someone said, “blood will be shed between these two twins”. As if fate had made its
decision, all the people there bowed their heads. Later, the old prediction turned out to be true. One of
the twins was surnamed Hashem, though his father named him Amr. The other was Abd-Shams whose
son would be Omayyah. No one would have guessed that many wars would be waded between the
‘Omayyads’ and the “Hashems’.

(Scene 4)

Abdu-Manaf and all his brothers became great men to their people. However, Abdul-Dar was weak,
despite being the most faithful son of Qussay. Qussay wanted him to be an important man, like his
brothers. So he called him and said, “I swear by Allah, I shall help you keep up with those people even
though they are more important than you. No man will enter the Ka’ba unless you open it for him. No
flag will be raised for Quraysh’s war except by your hands. No man in Makkah will drink except from
your water. No one of the visitors will eat except from your food, and Quraysh will take no decisions
except in your house”. Then Qussay died and Abdul-Dar received the “‘Hijaba’ (permission to enter the
Ka’ba), ‘Refada’,” Seqayah’, and ‘Lewaa’.

(Scene 5)

The twins Amr and Abd-Shams grew up and became popular. One night they met with their brother Al-
Muttalib to discuss the condition of Abdul-Dar’s sons. They found that Qussay was unfair to them when
he gave Abdul-Dar the honors of ‘Refada’, Segayah’, ‘Lewaa’ and the ‘Hijaba’. They then decided to
take what the children of Abdul-Dar had. They thought they deserved these privileges more, since they
were more important and respected by their people. They asked the children of Abdul-Dar to give up
their privileges but they refused. Hence, Abdu-Manaf’s sons decided to fight them to get back their
rights. The children of Abdu-Manaf, and those who followed them, took a bowl full of perfume and put it
around the Ka’ba. They washed their hands in it and swore to fight till they take over as rulers. Then the
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children of Abdul-Dar, and those who supported them, took a bowl of blood, washed their hands in it and
swore that they would defend their honor.

After a while they saw that it would be better to come to an agreement, and they agreed that the children
of Abdu-Manaf would take the ‘Refada’, Segayah’ and that the children of Abdul-Dar would take the
‘Hijaba’, ‘Lewaa’ and ‘Dar al-Nadwa’, where they got together to talk about important things.

Amr Ibn Abdu-Manaf took over feeding and watering the travelers, since he was rich, and his twin
brother Abd-Shams traveled to the Levant (the region comprising Syria, Palestine and Lebanon in the
past) since he liked to travel.

(Scene 6)

Amr, who became the chief of his people, noticed that in the winter, the Arabs used to go to the warm
desert to get away from the cold, and search for water and food for their animals, while in the summer
they used to go to cooler lands to escape the heat. Therefore, Amr decided to organize trips for Quraysh.
One was in the winter, where the caravans would go to Yemen & Abyssinia, where it was warm. Another
one in the summer where the caravans would go to the Levant, where the air is nice and the water is pure.

The roads during these times were not safe. There were thieves all around who would steal all of the
goods. Amr wanted to make the road safe so he went to Caesar in the Levant and made a deal with him
to protect the caravans. He sent his brother Al-Muttalib to Al-Najashi (Negus the King of Abyssinia) and
the kings of Hemear to make a deal with them for having the roads safer. As a result, Makkah grew and
became an important trade centre.

After some time, Quraysh suffered a year of famine and the people were unable to find food. They asked
for Amr's help. He gave them what he had, but it all disappeared soon. People became too hungry so
Amr went to the Levant and bought lots of food. When he returned to Makkah, people greeted him
warmly. He gave them food, fed them bread, which he used to break with his own hands, slaughtered
camels for them, and ordered the cooks to cook for them. Quraysh never forgot this favor and that was
why they surnamed him Hashem (the breaker), because he used to break the bread and feed them.

(Scene 7)

Abd-Shams gave birth to a baby boy, whom he named Omayyah. Omayyah grew up to be a rich man.
When he learned about the people's love of Hashem, he wanted to do as many good deeds as Hashem so
that the people would love him too. Therefore, he started spending his money in charity and feeding the
poor. However, the people didn’t love him like they loved Hashem, so they started teasing him, saying,
“Are you trying to imitate Hashem? You will never be his equal.”

Omayyah got mad and called Hashem names and claimed to be better than him. He went to Hashem and
asked him to go with him to someone who would give the final say about who was better. Hashem did
not like the idea because he was old and a very important person. However, Omayyah insisted and
Hashem sadly agreed to the challenge on condition that the loser would slaughter 50 camels and give the
meat to the poor. Another condition was that the loser would stay out of Makkah for ten years. Omayyah
accepted these two conditions.

Both parties went to the man who would decide along with their friends. Upon seeing them, the man
said, “Hashem is better (in deeds) than Omayyah.” So, Hashem took the camels from Omayyah,
slaughtered them, and fed the poor. Feeling ashamed, Omayyah left for the Levant. That marked the first
division between the families of Hashem and Omayyah. It never occurred to Omayyah's mind that his
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family would become great rulers in the Levant because of the revelation of Prophet Muhammad Ibn
Abdullah (SAWS), a descendant of Hashem's family.

(Scene 8)

On one of the summer trade journeys, Hashem led a caravan heading towards the Levant where he would
buy some goods and sell them in the markets of Yemen and Abyssinia. On his way, he passed by Yathrib
(Madinah) where he found an annual market. He decided to make some trade deals there. While he was
trading, he saw a beautiful woman standing in a place overlooking the market. That woman was giving
orders for what she wanted to buy and sell. Looking at her, Hashem found before him a woman with a
strict nature and a beautiful face. He asked about her and whether she was married or not. Knowing that
she was single, he was also told that, because of her high rank among her people, she decided not to
marry a man unless she had the right to leave him if she disliked him. Hashem pondered the matter and
then made up his mind to ask her hand in marriage.

The lady's name was Salma daughter of Amr Ibn-Zaid, and she knew that the man asking her hand was
very important among his people and was a descendant of a noble family. Therefore, she accepted his
marriage proposal. Hashem made a banquet and invited 40 friends from the tribe of Quraysh and some
men from Madinah. He married Salma and stayed in Madinah for many days. Then, he left to the
Levant, leaving Salma carrying a child.

Salma gave birth to a lovely baby boy. The boy's head had some white hairs so he was named Shaibah
(an Arabic word meaning, white hair). Hashem used to pass by Madinah whenever he went on a summer
trade journey to the Levant. On his last journey and while he was in Gaza, he complained of having some
pain. He called some of his friends and asked them to carry his possessions back to his son in Madinah.
Hashem then died in Gaza and his friends did what he had asked them. They gave Hashem's possessions
to little Shaibah who had no idea about the great honor fate was hiding for him; and no honor is greater
than being one of Allah's Messenger's (SAWS) family, let alone being his grandfather.

R
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Abdul-Muttalib the Prophet’s grandfather
Book 2

“Have you (O Muhammad SAWS) not seen how your Lord dealt with the owners of the Elephant?.
Did He not make their plot go astray? And He sent against them birds, in flocks, Striking them
with stones of Sijjil (baked clay). And He made them like an empty field of stalks (of which the
corn has been eaten up by cattle)”. (TMQ, Al-feel:105)

(Scene 1)

Shaibah grew up with his uncles in Madinah; he was handsome and was known as the son of Hashem

Ibn Abdu-Manaf. He also knew that he belonged to this pious home that occupied most of Quraysh. He
belonged to the family that was in charge of the Holy House in Makkah (Ka’ba); they offered the pilgrims
water and fed the poor and the needy amongst them. Shaibah knew his bearings, although his father was
dead, yet he was a proud young man.

One day he went out to play archery, his favourite game, with the boys his. He invited his cousins for an
archery tournament; their target was as big as a palm. A man came passing by, and stood far away to
watch the tournament. The boys started throwing their arrows, and missed the target. Shaibah came
forward, and put his arrow in his bow and let it go, and hit the target. He put another arrow in his bow
and was able to hit the target again. He jumped happily and screamed proudly, “I am the son of Hashem,
| am the master of Al-Batha’ (the straight landscape in Makkah). The man, watching the tournament from
far away, smiled and left.

(Scene 2)

Al-Muttalib was in charge of housing the pilgrims after the death of his brother Hashem. Al-Muttalib
was an honest leader who was loved by his people. When the pilgrimage started, he used to spend his day
in the Ka’ba, and his duty was to take care of the pilgrims. While Al-Muttalib was sitting in his congress,
the man who saw the bow and arrow tournament between Shaibah and his cousins approached him. He
came from Yathrib (now Madinah) to Makkah for the pilgrimage. He said, “If you had seen your nephew
Shaibah, you would have seen beauty, prestige and dignity. | saw him while he was challenging some
boys with his bow and arrow and every time he met his target he used to say ‘I am the son’s master of Al-
Batha’.” Al-Mutallib looked up and said, “I will not rest until I go to him and bring him here.”

The man said, “Salma (his mother) will not allow you to take him, neither will his uncles.” Al-Muttalib
then said forcefully, “I will not leave him there, and allow him to leave his people, his prestige, his
dignity and his family.” When the night came, Al-Muttalib rode his camel, and went on his way to
Yathrib to bring Shaibah back to grow up with his family in the house of the respectful Hashem.

(Scene 3)

® The Elephant army, which came from Yemen under the command of Abrahah Al-Ashram intending to destroy the Ka‘bah at
Makkah
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Al-Muttalib arrived to Yathrib, and asked about Shaibah until he found him. He found him playing with
some boys. He went up to him, hugged and kissed him, and told him that he is his uncle and that he came
to take him back to his people. Shaibah said, “My mother has to agree first”. They went together to
Salma where Al-Muttalib said,” | came here to fetch my nephew and bring him back to his country and
people”.

Salma said while hugging her son, “I will not allow him to leave with you, he is my son”. Al-Muttalib
replied with insistence, “I will not leave before | take him with me, he is my nephew, and we are
honourable amongst our people, and his honour there in his city is a lot better than here, and he will
always stay your son”. Salma said while looking at her son,” give me three days to think.” The days
passed and Salma was thinking. Letting her son go away would make her sad, but it would be better for
him to stay with his people. Eventually, the benefit of her son won over her love. When Al-Muttalib
came back after the three days were over, she allowed him to take her son. Al-Muttalib rode his camel
and put Shaibah behind him, and they went to Makkah, while Salma cried as she watched them leave.

(Scene 4)

It was noon when Al-Muttalib arrived at Makkah on his camel, while Shaibah was behind him. When the
people saw them, they thought that Al-Muttalib had bought himself a slave; they started pointing at
Shaibah saying, “The slave of Al-Muttalib (in Arabic Abdul-Muttalib), the slave of Muttalib”. Al-
Muttalib screamed at them “What are you saying? He is my nephew, the son of my brother Hashem, |
brought him from Madinah”

Al-Muttalib entered his home and gave Shaibah something new to wear, and went out to the people with
him and said, “This is Shaibah my nephew, the son of my brother Hashem. | came back with him from
Madinah”. The people looked at Shaibah and found that he looked very much like his father and said,
“His son, there is no question he is his son.” This still didn’t convince them to call him Shaibah; they still
called him Abdul-Muttalib.

(Scene 5)

Al-Muttalib travelled to Yemen for business and died there. Abdul-Muttalib took over the job of housing
and offering water to the pilgrims after Al-Muttalib’s death. He used to bring water to the pilgrims of
Makkah in a leather container, which was a very hard job. One day as he slept in the mosque, he saw
someone in his dream telling him, “dig Zamzam”. When he woke up, he couldn’t understand the dream
because he didn’t know what Zamzam was, since Zamzam had already been buried in sand and had
disappeared.

On the next day, he slept again in the mosque and suddenly the caller in the dream came back to him and
said, “dig Zamzam”. Abdul-Muttalib asked him, “What is Zamzam?” The caller said, “It supplies the
pilgrims with water” and he led him to where it was. When he woke up, he called his only son Al-Harith
and told him that he was ordered to dig Zamzam. They headed to Zamzam to dig in the earth. He soon
realized that they needed more help. He vowed that if Allah (SWT) would give him ten sons to help him,
he would sacrifice one of his sons to Him. On the third day, Abdul-Muttalib found the water and people
started coming and said, “Let us share it with you.” Abdul-Muttalib told them, “I will not, this is a
mission | was assigned to do on my own. Bring me a judge, to judge between us”. They chose a judge,
and twenty men from Bani Abdu-Manaf went out with Abdul-Muttalib. Quraysh went out with twenty
men from its tribe. On their way, they ran out of water and were thirsty. They came to Abdul-Muttalib
and asked, “What do you think?” Abdul-Muttalib answered, “It’s death! Let every man dig out a hole for
himself, and every time one dies, his friends can bury him”. They started digging their own graves and
sat waiting for their death. Abdul-Muttalib saw that it would be a weakness to give up, so he stood up
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and rode his camel. He started searching for water in the desert. While he was riding his camel, a spring
of pleasant water burst under the foot of his camel. Abdul-Muttalib drank, and called his friends to drink
to their full.

The men looked at him respectfully and said, “You’ll have the upper hand, He who made this water
available for you in this desert, is the same one that gave you Zamzam, by Allah we will not fight with
you over it”. They all returned and Zamzam became Abdul-Muttalib’s. He stopped offering the pilgrims
water in leather containers in Makkah, and gave them water from Zamzam instead.

(Scene 6)

Abrahah El-Ashram was a man from Abyssinia, who killed the king of Yemen and took control over his
land. He saw the people getting ready in the pilgrimage season to visit the house of Allah. He asked,
“Where do these people go?” “They travel on a pilgrimage to Allah’s house in Makkah!”” was the reply.
“What is it made of?” he asked. “It’s made of stones”, was the reply. “I will build you something a lot
better”, he declared.

So he built for them a house out of marble in white, red, and yellow, and he ornamented it with gold and
silver. He built doors, made of golden sheets, and wiped it with Musk, and ordered the people to make
their pilgrimage. The people didn’t want to go there, because they loved the Ka’ba and didn’t accept a
substitute.

Abrahah was very disappointed and angry, and decided to destroy the Ka’ba. He prepared an army, and
put a huge elephant at the front and left from Yemen heading to Makkah. On his way, he fought with
many Arabs and won every battle. He went on until he reached Makkah and confiscated the camels of
Abdul-Muttalib. The people met together, scared, asking Abdul-Muttalib what they should do? He said
to them that they couldn’t kill Abrahah, and that they should flee to the mountains. The people were very
angry at the thought that Abrahah might destroy their Ka’ba, their holy place. However, they were too
weak to fight him and rescue the Ka’ba from his hands. They fled to the mountains, their hearts so sad.

Abdul-Muttalib the bravest of them all faced Abrahah. When Abrahah saw him, he told his translator
“Ask him what he wants”. Abdul-Muttalib answered, “I want the king to return to me the 100 camels he
stole from me.” Abrahah said denying, “You are talking to me about 100 camels I stole from you, and
you don’t talk to me about this house, your religion, and the religion of your fathers? | came to destroy
it"” Abdul-Muttalib said with ease, “I am the master of the camels, but this house has a Master who will
protect it”

Abdul-Muttalib then left him, and went with his family to the mountains, waiting to see what Abrahah
will do to the Ka’ba. Abrahah approached in his great army, with the elephant leading it, and headed to
the Ka’ba, while the Arabs were watching sadly from the mountains. Suddenly, birds came flying in
many flocks from the sea direction, and they dropped stones on the army of Abrahah. Many diseases
spread among the soldiers of the army. Their body parts started dropping off one by one. When Abrahah
saw this he ran away. The Arabs saw them leaving Makkah, and started climbing down the mountains to
go to the Ka’ba and perform their rituals to thank Allah. Abdul-Muttalib was right again, there is a
Master for this house and He has protected it.

During this year, the year of the elephant, Muhammad Ibn-Abdullah Ibn-Abdul-Muttalib was born.
79 (O3
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Abdullah and Amena
Book 3

(Scene 1)

AbduI-MuttaIib made a vow when he was digging the well of Zamzam with his son, Al-Harith, that if

he would become father to ten sons, he would slaughter one of them at the Ka’ba. Years later, he had ten
sons and he had to keep his vow to slaughter one of them. He called all his sons together. His oldest son
was Al-Harith and the youngest and most adorable to him was Abdullah. He looked at them and said, “I
once made a vow to sacrifice one of you for the sake of Allah if He granted me ten sons. There are ten of
you now, and I must fulfill my vow.”

They said, “Fulfill your vow, and do what you must do.”

Arabs at that time used to make difficult decisions by casting lots. The “lots” were wooden sticks with
“Do it”, “Don't do it” written on them, or whatever they wanted to decide on. They used to go to the
major idol that they worshiped, named Hobal, and ask the caretaker called Al-Sadden to choose one stick
out of the group of sticks. If he chose the “Do it” stick, they had to do that action, and if he chose the
“Don't do it” stick, they did not do that action.

When Abdul-Muttalib wanted to cast lots to choose which of his sons to slaughter, he asked them to write
their names on sticks and bring them to him. Abdul-Muttalib went to al-Ka’ba and the people followed
him talking about his vow and what he intended to do. He asked the keeper of Hobal to choose one of the
sticks he had brought. The caretaker covered his hands with a cloth and another white cloth was spread in
front of him. He held the ten sticks under the white cloth and chose a stick. It was Abdullah's!

Silence spread, heads rose and eyes stared. Abdul-Muttalib had to slaughter his dearest son, Abdullah.
Abdul-Muttalib did not hesitate. He stepped forward, took Abdullah with one hand and the knife with the
other. He brought Abdullah to a place near the two statues of Isaf and Na'ela where the Arabs used to
slaughter and offer sacrifices.

Abdullah lay down obediently and Abdul-Muttalib was preparing to slaughter him when suddenly, the
men of Quraysh tried to stop him. They said, “What do you intend to do, Abdul-Muttalib?” “I want to
slaughter him.” he replied. “We swear you will never slaughter him. If you do this, other men will come
here and do as you are doing and slaughter their sons. Our people will soon vanish.” they replied.
Abdullah’'s uncles said, “We are ready to ransom him with all the money we have.”

Some people said, “Do not slaughter him. Take him to a fortune-teller in Madinah and ask her what to
do. If she orders you to slaughter him, then do it, and if she gives you a compromise then accept it.”

They went to the fortune-teller and Abdul-Muttalib told her the story of what he had vowed to do. She
said, “How much is the blood money among your people?” (If someone was Killed, the killer's family
had to pay blood money to the victim’s family. It was usually a certain number of camels.) Abdul-
Muttalib told her, “Ten camels.”

The fortune-teller said, “Return to your homeland; take the child and ten camels to sacrifice. Then cast
lots on both. If the lot chosen was the child's, you should offer more camels and cast lots again until
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Allah is pleased. If the lot chosen was the camels', you should slaughter them, and this is a sign that
Allah is pleased and the child is saved.”

(Scene 2)

Abdul-Muttalib returned with his sons to Makkah and they went to Al-Sadden to cast lots over Abdullah
and the camels. Abdul-Muttalib stood in front of Hobal praying that Allah would save his son. First,
they cast lots between Abdullah and ten camels. The keeper chose Abdullah's stick. Abdul-Muttalib kept
on praying and multiplied the camels to twenty, and they cast lots again. It was Abdullah again! Abdul-
Muttalib kept on praying and multiplied the camels to thirty. They cast lots again, and it was Abdullah
again. They continued casting lots and continued to choose Abdullah, while multiplying the camels ten
by ten. They did this ten times and the camels were finally one hundred when the stick for the camels
was finally chosen. The people were so happy and they said: “Allah is pleased now, Abdul-Muttalib.”

Abdul-Muttalib said, “No, | want to make sure. | will cast lots three more times.”

They cast lots over Abdullah and the camels again and Abdul-Muttalib kept on praying. The camels were
chosen the first time. They cast again with Abdul-Muttalib still praying. Again, it was the camels that
won out. They cast lots for the third time and again, it was the camels. At this moment, Abdul-Muttalib
was sure that Allah was pleased with his sacrifice of one hundred camels for his son Abdullah. The
camels were slaughtered and left as charity to feed the people and their animals.

(Scene 3)

Abdullah was so handsome that the young women of Quraysh dreamed of marrying him. His face was
bright with a unique glitter that attracted people to him. One woman thought that Abdullah's bright face
was a “good omen”, meaning that something good would happen to him. Hence, she made an offer to
give him a hundred camels if he married her. He rejected her offer because he and his father were on
their way to propose to Amena, the daughter of Wahab Ibn Abdu-Manaf Ibn Zahra.

Abdul-Muttalib and his son Abdullah went to Wahab's house. Abdul-Muttalib said, “We came today to
propose to your daughter, Amena, to be my son's wife.” Wahab agreed to marry Amena to Abdullah.
Abdullah was an excellent groom; he was handsome and a descendant of the family of Hashem, and that
was a source of great honor. Amena was also very beautiful, and the noblest one among the women of
Quraysh. When the news of Abdullah and Amena’s marriage spread in Makkah, there was great sorrow
among the young women as every one of them would have loved to be Abdullah's wife.

(Scene 4)

Abdullah stayed with Amena in her family's house for three days after the wedding, as this was the
tradition of Arabs. After three days, Abdullah went out and happened to meet the woman who had
proposed to marry him for a hundred camels. She did not talk to him this time, and did not repeat her
offer. Abdullah was surprised and asked her, “Why aren’t you offering to marry me anymore?” She
stared at him for a long time and then said, “What did you do after we met that day?” Abdullah said, “I
married Amena bint-Wahab.” She said in great sorrow, “I saw the bright glitter of Prophet-hood in your
face and | wanted it for myself, but Allah puts it where He wants.”

It was not fated that this woman would be the mother of Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be
upon him), yet it was predestinated that Amena would give birth to the best human being on earth.
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(Scene 5)

Abdullah got ready to travel to Syria with one of Quraysh's caravans that carried trade. He said farewell
to his wife before he left. It was hard for him to leave his beloved wife and travel because he had spent
less than a month with her since they got married. However, he had to travel for his trade as the other
young men did. He was the son of the noblest man in Quraysh, but this did not mean that he would stay
in Makkah without working to earn his living. At that time, only working people were respected, not
idlers who stayed in Makkah to have fun.

The people of Quraysh were interested in that caravan to Syria. Slaves carried goods and put them on the
camels' backs. Men went back and forth loading donkeys with leathers and barley. Women said farewell
to the travelers. Abdullah prepared to travel with the caravan while Amena said good-bye with anxiety in
her heart and tears in her eyes. The caravan reached Gaza and they started to trade their goods. The
Arabs traded desert leathers, barley from Al-Ta'ef, and silver from Bani Saleem for the Romans'
perfumes, jewelry, and spices.

As they were returning home, Abdullah became sick. When the caravan reached Al-Madinah, Abdullah
said, “I want to stay here with my uncles, Bani Oday Ibnul-Najjar (his mother's family in Madinah).” So,
he stayed with them and the caravan continued the journey back home. When they reached Makkah,
Abdul-Muttalib asked with great worry about his son, “Where is Abdullah?” They answered, “He is sick;
staying with his mother's family in Madinah.”

Amena was so worried as she waited for the return of the caravan carrying her dear husband. But, they
had all returned except Abdullah! Abdul-Muttalib sent his son, Al-Harith, to Al-Madinah to bring his
brother home. When he arrived in Madinah, Abdullah had already died. Amena suffered deep agony
over his death and for the child in her womb who would grow up an orphan. However, Allah protected
this orphan with His mercy, took care of him, guided him to the right path, and prepared him for a great
event.

“Did He not find you (O Muhammad) an orphan and gave you a refuge? And He found you
unaware and guided you? And He found you poor and made you rich?” (TMQ, 93:6-8).

)79 [QX
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Birth of the Prophet
Book 4

“And (remember) when lIbrahim (Abraham) and (his son) Isma‘il (Ishmael) were raising the
foundations of the House (the Ka’ba at Makkah), (saying), “Our Lord! Accept (this service) from
us. Verily! You are the All-Hearer, the All-Knower.” (TMQ, 2:127)

(Scene 1)

A group of men traveled from Makkah to the northern of the Levant countries. While on their way,

they passed by a monk sitting away from the other people and worshipping Allah. Four of the men
thought of going to this monk and talking to him. At that time, monks were men of knowledge and their
talks amazed the Arabs who did not know anything except trade and fun.

They went to the monk and sat talking with him. He asked them,
“Where are you from?”
“From Makkah.” they replied.
- He said, “Allah will send you a Prophet in the near future, so follow him and learn from him how
to become wise.”
- The men looked at him in wonder and said, “What is his name?”
- “Muhammad”, he replied.

Then the monk entered his cell (the place where he worshiped Allah, away from people). The four men
left the monk, thinking about what he had just said. Each one of them decided that if Allah granted him a
baby boy, he would name him Muhammad, hoping that the expected Prophet will be from his offspring.

(Scene 2)

Abdul-Muttalib was sleeping in the holy Ka’ba. While he was asleep, he saw a vision that a tree was
planted and it became so high that it reached the sky and its leaves spread in the east and west. He saw a
very powerful light coming from this tree. He saw the Arabs and foreigners bowing to this tree as its
great light and height increased. Then, he saw people from Quraysh (his tribe) holding the leaves of the
tree while other Qurayshi people were trying to cut it. Only then, a very handsome and good-looking
young man prevented them from harming the tree. Abdul-Muttalib raised his hand to take a portion of the
tree but he couldn’t. Then he woke up, scared.

Abdul-Muttalib sat thinking about this vision and could not interpret it. He decided to go to the priests of
Quraysh to interpret his vision. At that time, the Arabs used to consult the priests for their travel matters,
marriages, and visions’ interpretations.

When he came to a priestess, she saw the worry on his face and she said,
“Why is the Master not feeling good?”
- Abdul-Muttalib said, “I saw a vision that scared me.”

He started telling her his vision and when he finished, she said, “If your vision comes true, a man from
your offspring will be of great importance and he will hold the east and west, and all people will be
indebted to him.” Abdul-Muttalib left her and he was very happy. He met his son Abu-Taleb and told
him his vision and what the priestess had told him, and then said, “l hope that you be that man.”
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However, Abu-Taleb was not the expected man, because that man was still a baby in his mother’s womb;
Amena Ibnat-Wahab

(Scene 3)

Amena was pregnant, but she did not feel any of the pregnancy problems she heard about from other
pregnant women. Months passed, and she saw a lot of visions in her sleep. One of them showed a light
coming out of her and it was this light that lit the castles of the Levant. One night, while she was asleep,
she heard a voice whispering to her, “O’ Amena, when you give birth, name the baby Muhammad, and
don’t disclose this vision to anyone.” She tried to sleep afterwards but she couldn’t. The voice she heard
in her dream kept ringing in her head, “When you give birth, name the baby Muhammad”.

Amena did not tell anybody about her vision.
(Scene 4)

The pains of labor came to Amena, and she gave birth to a baby boy. He was flawless and handsome.
She sent a messenger to Abdul-Muttalib, her father in law, who was sitting in the Ka’ba with the chiefs of
Quraysh. The messenger told him, “Amena gave birth to a baby boy.” Abdul-Muttalib was very happy.
He went to Amena and held the child in extreme happiness and he took him to the Ka’ba. He returned to
Amena and said, “I’ll name him Kuthom.”

Abdul-Muttalib had a child who was called Kuthom. He died when he was nine years old and Abdul-
Muttalib was very sad about this. Therefore, when Amena gave birth to this child, he wanted to name
him Kuthom as a memorial for his past son whom he loved so much. Amena said, “I was ordered in a
vision to name him Muhammad.” Abdul-Muttalib held the baby close to his heart, kissed him and said,
“| hope that this son® of mine would be of great importance.”

(Scene 5)

The Jews were living in Yathrib with the Arabs. They were telling the Arabs that they were waiting for
the Prophet of this age who will guide the people to the light, assuring them that they would follow him
when he appeared and that they would defeat the Arabs.

Some Jewish men of knowledge told the Arabs that this was the age of the expected Prophet. One of the
Jews was watching the stars the night Muhammad (SAWS) was born. He saw a star which he did not see
before. This was a sign he knew for the birth of the Prophet. The man stood on a high place and shouted,
“O’ Jews, O’ Jews.”

The people gathered around him and started asking,
- “What has happened?”
“A great event.”
- “Oh, speak up, what is it?”
“The star of Muhammad (SAWS) appeared tonight.”

(Scene 6)

® Actually his “grandson”, but since he was taking full care of Muhammad, so he was like a son to him. (Editor's
note).
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On the same night, a Jew was passing by the Quraysh gatherings saying, “Was any baby born tonight?”
People looked in wonder and said, “Really, we do not know.” The Jew man said, “Remember what I’'m
saying. The Prophet of the nation was born tonight.” The Jews were waiting for the birth of Muhammad
(SAWS), but when he came to them asking them to worship Allah, they denied and did not trust him.

(Scene 7)

On the seventh day of the birth of Muhammad (SAWS), Abdul-Muttalib ordered that sacrifices be
slaughtered. He invited the chiefs of Quraysh to the banquet he had prepared for them. After they came
and ate, he showed them Muhammad (SAWS). They looked at him in tenderness and pity because he was
an orphan, as his father died before seeing him.

One of them said, “O Abul-Harith, what did you name him?” Abdul-Muttalib said, “I named him
Muhammad.” Another man said in wonder, “Why did you name him Muhammad and not one of your
father’s or people’s names?” Abdul-Muttalib did not want to tell them that Amena was ordered in her
vision to name him Muhammad, because she had asked him to hide the matter, so he said, “I wanted him
to be praised by Allah (SWT) in the skies, and by people on earth (this is the meaning of the word
(Muhammad)”. People left and no one knew that this baby, whom they felt pity for, came to get them out
from darkness to light. He is the answer of Ibrahim’s prayers the day Allah (SWT) ordered him to build
al-Ka’ba.

“Our Lord! Send amongst them a Messenger of their own (and indeed Allah answered their
invocation by sending Muhammad SAWS), who shall recite unto them Your Verses and instruct
them in the Book (this Qur’an) and Al-Hikmah (full knowledge of the Islamic laws and
jurisprudence or wisdom or Prophet hood), and purify them. Verily! You are the All-Mighty, the
All-Wise.”* (TMQ, 2:129).

" SWT = Suhanahu wa Ta'ala [Glorified and Exalted Be He].
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Halima of Bani-Sa’ad
Book 5

(Scene 1)

On the second day of giving birth to her son, Amena prepared herself to feed her newborn but found

that there was no milk in her breasts. This was because the death of her husband had hit her hard. She
had fallen deep in melancholy and that had dried the milk in her breasts. However, the heat of Makkah
was also very intense and she was afraid that her baby would get sick from it. Amena decided to look for
a wet nurse from a nearby desert to take her baby away from the diseases in Makkah and from the heat
there.

She found Thuwaiba, a young servant working for Abu-Lahab, the baby’s uncle, and who was also
breastfeeding her own son. Amena handed the baby, Muhammad, to Thuwaiba while she looked for a
wet nurse from the nearby desert. After three days, Amena heard that some wet nurses had come to
Makkah looking for newborns to breastfeed. Therefore, she asked Abdul-Muttalib, the baby’s
grandfather, to find one from among these wet nurses for Muhammad.

(Scene 2)

Hawazen was one of the many tribes on the Arabic peninsula, and this year had been a difficult year for
the people living there. There was no rain on the pastures of Hawazen, which made ten women of the
Bani Sa’ad tribe head towards Makkah with their husbands looking for newborn babies to breastfeed.

Among these women was Halima the daughter of Abu-Zou’ayb. Her husband Al-Harith Ibn Abdul-Aziz
also went with her and their baby son, Abdullah. Halima rode her white donkey and headed towards
Makkah with an old she-camel that was weak and had no milk in its udder.

The night had fallen and the young family set up a camp to stay the night before they continued with their
journey to Makkah the next day. Halima and Al-Harith could not find sleep at all. All night long
Abdullah was crying out of hunger. Halima hoped that she would get to breastfeed the baby of a rich man
who will pay her a lot of money, so she and her family could survive. In the morning, Halima and Al-
Harith continued their journey to Makkah. They have fallen behind the rest of the caravan because the
donkey was weak and skinny, and it needed more time to rest than the other animals. Finally, they
reached Makkah and set up a temporary stay there until they would find a baby from a rich family and go
back home to Hawazen.

(Scene 3)

Abdul-Muttalib approached the wet nurses showing them Muhammad, his grandson, and asked each one
of them, “I have an orphan here. Won’t you take him?” All the wet nurses refused to take him saying,
“There is no good in an orphan. We are looking for babies from rich fathers. What could his grandfather
and his mother give us?” They all rejected him because he was an orphan; one who could not bring them
any money. Therefore, they all chose a baby other then Muhammad and started to return home, except
for Halima. She looked at her husband and said, “By Allah, | hate to go back home with the caravan with
no baby to breastfeed.”
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Abdul-Muttalib saw her waiting and went up to her asking, “Who are you?” *“I am a woman from Bani
Sa’ad’s tribe”, replied Halima. “What is your name?” he asked her. “Halima”, she replied.

Abdul-Muttalib smiled and said, “Sa’d (happiness) and Helm (forbearing); two things that would bring
goodness in life and eternal honor. Halima, | have an orphan here and | showed him to Bani Sa’ad’s
women but they all rejected him saying that no good will come from behind an orphan. Could you take
him with you to breastfeed? You may be happy with him”. *“Wait until I ask my husband”, she replied
and went over to her husband to consult the matter with him. Al-Harith told her to take him so she went
back to Abdul-Muttalib and asked, “Where is the boy?”

Abdul-Muttalib was very happy that he at last found a wet nurse for his grandson. Therefore, he took her
to Amena’s place to show her Muhammad. Amena welcomed Halima inside her house and led her to
where Muhammad was sleeping. Halima looked at the sleeping Muhammad and saw that he was
wrapped in a white woolen cloth and was sleeping on his back on a green silken sheet. He was beautiful!
Halima feared that she might awake him so she put her hand on his chest. He opened his eyes and smiled
up to her. She had fallen in love with the baby at first sight. Halima leaned over to kiss baby Muhammad
between the eyes. Then, she reached down and lifted him between her arms carrying him out of the
room.

(Scene 4)

Halima was preparing to breastfeed Muhammad, so she put him on her lap and invited him to suck.
Surprisingly she found that her breast had filled up with milk! Muhammad had sucked from her breast
and was full, and then later Abdullah had sucked from her breast and was also full. Halima and Al-Harith
could not find sleep the night before, since Abdullah cried all night from hunger! Tonight, the two babies
were satisfied and sound asleep.

The next morning, Al-Harith milked the old she-camel and found that she too had more milk then usual.
He drank some milk and brought some more for Halima to drink. Halima drank until she became full.
“You know dear wife, you have taken a blessed child” said Al-Harith. “By Allah, | hope so,” replied
Halima.

The family then started to get ready to head back to Bani Sa’ad’s tribe. Halima mounted her white
donkey, carrying baby Muhammad, only to see that the donkey ran fast and caught up with the caravan
that headed for Hawazen earlier. Halima and Al-Harith watched the donkey with amazement. “O
Halima, isn’t that your donkey?” asked Al-Harith. “Yes this is it indeed!” replied Halima.

(Scene 5)

Muhammad lived amongst Bani Sa’ad’s tribe until he turned two years old. Halima then took him back
to his mother Amena, but was sad that she will leave Muhammad and won’t see him anymore. Amena
hugged her son lovingly and kissed him warmly and wanted him to stay with her in Makkah, close to her.
However, she realized that Halima felt great love for Muhammad, so she turned to her and said,” Why not
take him for one more year. | fear he will be vulnerable to the diseases we have in Makkah”

Halima was happy that she would have Muhammad for one more year, so she took him back home with
her. Muhammad used to go outside Halima’s home and watch as other boys played, but he used to avoid
them and look for Halima’s children. One day he searched for them and could not find them so he asked
Halima, “Why don’t | see my brothers during the day?” “Dear child, they are on the pastures with our
sheep to graze,” replied Halima. “Let me go with them”, he said.
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That’s how Muhammad began to go out on the pastures with the sheep to graze. He was so happy having
to go out and come back home looking up at the sky on his way and reflecting on the wonders of it.

One day, Muhammad thought that he could climb on top of a mountain to look up at the sky there. On
his way, Halima’s son saw him and ran to his mother and told her what Muhammad had been up to.
Halima and Al-Harith raced up the mountain until they reached Muhammad. They found him sitting at
the top of the mountain looking up at the sky and wondering about its magnificence, even in his young
age. Halima picked him up and kissed him between the eyes and returned him home without realizing
that the first link between Muhammad and the sky had already being established.

(Scene 6)

A new marketplace in Ogaz (an Arab city) was set up and all the Arabs gathered in it to boast about their
products. Among these were lots of fortunetellers who waited for the people to bring their sons to them.
Halima went to this marketplace and brought Muhammad to one of them. The fortuneteller looked at
Muhammad and cried, “O you people of Arabia, O you people of Arabial” The people gathered around
him. He continued, “Kill that boy!” He turned towards the boy and couldn’t find him, for Halima was
already fleeing with Muhammad close by. “What boy?” the people asked. “I saw a boy who will kill
those who follow your religion, break your idols, and enforce his will on you” the fortuneteller replied.

(Scene 7)

When Muhammad turned six years old, Halima wanted to hand him back to his mother. As she
approached Makkah, she turned to Muhammad but could not find him with her. She searched for him
and couldn’t find him. She became worried and so she went to his grandfather, Abdul-Muttalib. “I came
with Muhammad tonight, but when we approached Makkah, I couldn’t find him anywhere”, said Halima
anxiously to Abdul-Muttalib.

Meanwhile, two men from Quraysh were approaching Makkah when they saw a young boy in the valley
of Tamama (a city near Makkah) looking up at the sky with wonder on his face. They asked him, “Who
are you?” “lI am Muhammad Ibn Abdullah 1bn Abdul-Muttalib Ibn Hashem”, answered the young boy
firmly. They took him to Abdul-Muttalib and when his grandfather saw him, he hugged him with love.
Halima was glad that Muhammad was back so she took him back to his mother.

When Amena saw Halima not asking to take back Muhammad with her, she asked, “You were so anxious
to keep him with you in the past. | wonder why you brought him back now?” “ I did what | had to do.
You feared that he would be vulnerable to any diseases, so now I’m returning him back to you as you
asked me”, replied Halima. She then left Muhammad with Amena and went back home.

Muhammad did not live with his mother for long; it was only a few more months when Amena passed
away. It was written that Muhammad would grow-up an orphan.

ZLIR
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The Orphan
Book 6

“Did He not find you an orphan and give you shelter (and care)? And He found you wandering,
and He gave you guidance. And He found you in need, and made you independent. Therefore,
treat not the orphan with harshness, nor repulse the petitioner; but the bounty of your Lord,
rehearse and proclaim.” (TMQ, 93:6-11)

(Scene 1)

Amena decided to travel to Yathrib so that Muhammad could visit his uncles of Bani An-Najjar. She

started preparing for the long journey she would be taking in the vast desert. She ordered Um-Ayman®, a
slave-girl that Muhammad had inherited from his father, to prepare a camel and to put over it a Howdaj
(shade) to protect them from the desert's hot sun.

Amena waited until she found a caravan going to Al-Madinah. She took Muhammad and Barakah and
joined the caravan. The caravan went on its journey until it reached Al-Madinah. Amena and her son
went to Bani An-Najjar where Muhammad met his uncles. He stayed with them for a month enjoying the
nice weather of Al-Madinah and its fields with the water streams and the gardens full of flowers, for he
had been brought up in Makkah in the hot weather and the vast areas of sand. He also learned to swim
and played with his cousins. When the visit was over and the caravan left Yathrib, a strong storm blew
hard on their way and Amena was not strong enough to bear it, so she became ill. On one of the nights
Amena died and Muhammad cried so hard for losing her. Barakah took Amena to a nearby village called
“Al-Abwaa” and buried her there. Then she continued her journey with the orphaned boy who arrived at
Makkah with a broken heart.

(Scene 2)

Muhammad was brought up by his grandfather, Abdul-Muttalib. Abdul-Muttalib loved him and treated
him very kindly. He made sure not to eat except when Muhammad ate, and used to take him wherever he
went. A mattress used to be prepared for Abdul-Muttalib in the shadow of the Ka’ba. His sons used to
sit around that mattress waiting until their father came out and sat with them. Abdul- Muttalib was such
an honorable man that none of his sons dared to sit on his mattress. Once when he was a boy,
Muhammad sat on the mattress; his uncles tried hard to stop him but when Abdul-Muttalib saw them, he
said, “Leave my grandson. For, | swear by Allah, he will be of a remarkable position one day”. Then
Abdul-Muttalib left Muhammad sitting on the mattress and stroked his back gently.

(Scene 3)

Abdul-Muttalib fell ill and stayed in bed and his sons used to come and visit him. Muhammad used to
stand beside his grandfather's bed looking sadly at his pale face thinking, “My mother died and left me
and my grandfather took me. But now my grandfather is dying. Who will take care of me after his
death?”

Muhammad knew the pain of being an orphan, and sadness filled his heart. He kept on looking at his sick
grandfather in deep sadness. His grandfather noticed his sad face wet with tears and felt sorry for him.

8 Her maiden name at that time was: Barakah
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He made a gesture for him to come close and he stroked his back in tenderness. Then he asked his son
Abu-Taleb to raise Muhammad after his death.

Abdul-Muttalib died and Muhammad stood shedding lots of tears beside his bed. The whole city of
Makkah felt sadder about Abdul-Muttalib’s death than it ever felt about anyone before and they closed all
the markets and shops, mourning for his death.

Abu-Taleb raised Muhammad, the orphan, with his children, and he loved him more than he loved his
own children. He did not eat except with him and slept beside no one but him.

(Scene 4)

The tribe of Quraysh was preparing for the coming trip to Syria. Camels in the markets were loaded with
goods, and donkeys and mules went here and there. Abu-Taleb was the head of the caravan. When he
got on his camel and everyone was ready to leave, Muhammad held the camel's reins and said to his
uncle, “Who are you leaving me with? | have no father or mother here!”

Abu-Taleb felt sorry for him and said, “I swear by God that | will take him with me and never leave him
behind, ever again.”

Muhammad rode behind Abu-Taleb. He was very happy because he was going outside Makkah for the
first time in his life to visit a new world he had never seen before. The caravan moved through the desert
for many days and nights until it reached Busr